
JUNE MEETING; The next regular meeting of the Association will he
held on Thursday evening, 14th inst., at eight o’clock, in the Assembly Hall
ot the Public Library, corner of McAllister and Larkin Streets. Take elevaior
to third floor. Car lines No. 5 or No. 19.

The feature of the meeting will be the projection on the screen of more
than one hundred photographs of birds and their nests, taken in Holland by
the famous bird photographer, A. Burdet, and presented to the Association
b^ oui tellow-member, Mr. H. van Straaten, of Velji, Holland. These pictures
are no less notable for the ingenuity exercised in securing them than for very
superior execution. Members possessing stereoscopes will do well to bring
them to the meeting and opportunity will be afforded to examine the pictures
with these instruments and thus secure the effect of relief, which cannot be
obtained on the screen. Visitors are welcome.
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JUNE FIELD TRIP will be taken on Sunday, June 17th to Tennessee
Cove and the high bluffs overlooking the ocean, for a half-mile northerly
therefrom. It is hoped that we shall be able to And a colony of Baird cormo-
rants again nesting on the bluffs.

Take 8:15 a. m. Sausalito Ferry and purchase round trip tickets to
Manzanita, 48c. Bring lunch and canteens, as there is no drinking water at
luncheon place.

Jit » *

PROCEEDINGS OF THE MAY MEETING: The seventy-sixth regu-
lar meeting of the Association was held on May 10th, in the Assembly
Hall of the San Francisco Public Library, with President Kibbe in the chair ;

Mrs. Carl R. Smith, Secretary; fifteen members and seven guests in attend-
ance.

The feature of the meeting was a lecture by Mr. Harry S. Swarth, Honor-
ary Member of the Association, on the natural history of northeastern
Arizona, in the course of which the district was described, references made to
work done there by other naturalists and an account given of the trip made
by Mr. Swarth during the Fall of 1922.

San Francisco Mountain lies in northern-central Arizona, about 150 miles
from the’ eastern boundary of tbe state, in sight of the Grand Canyon, some
sixty miles distant. The main peak rises to an elevation of 12,800 feet, with
four or five other peaks exceeding 9,000 feet. Each of these has its crater,

the mass being altogether volcanic, showing cinders and black, porous lava.

Timber line occurs somewhat above 10,000 feet, the mountain being thickly
forested below that elevation. The base is traversed on the southerly side

by the Santa Fe Railroad at Flagstaff. There are no running streams and
few springs, precipitated water being absorbed rapidly by the porous forma-
tions. Along the Little Colorado river, twenty miles to the northeast, runs
the Painted Desert. Stone houses are scattered over the desert and quantities

of broken pottery everywhere testify to the activities of a vanished popula-

tion.
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The trip was made by motor to San Diego; thence via Barstow, and
Needles to Flagstaff. The party worked around the northeast base of the
mountain, studying the small mammals, especially the mice, with reference
to the causes of the notably dark colorations evinced by them, a subject in

w'hich Dr. Sumner, of the Scripps Institute, is greatly interested.

In 1851, Capt. L. Sitgreaves, Corps of Topographical Engineers, led an
expedition down the Zuni and Little Colorado rivers, in the hope of finding an
outlet to the west. The expedition left the river and crossed the northerly
base of the mountain. Dr. S. W. Woodhouse accompanied it as physician
and naturalist. Although handicapped by the bite of a rattlesnake, he ob-

served and collected many specimens of bird here, notably the Towmsend
solitaire, rock wren, junco, Audubon warbler; Woodhouse jay; raven, crow,
white-crowned, vesper and Brewer sparrows; by a lucky chance, on October
9th, he secured a hepatic tanager; Lewis and downy woodpeckers; tits,

chickadees and nuthatch.

In 1889 and 1890 Dr. C. Hart Merriam reported on San Francisco Moun-
tain and developed his scheme of life zones, of which the full cycle may be
traced along its slopes. On the summit were found nine species of plant
which were encountered by Lieut. Greeley on Lady Franklin Bay, indicating
the Arctic subdivisions of the Boreal Zone. Dropping below timber line, one
enters the Hudsonian, with its Engelmann spruce, porcupine and purple
finch. Next comes the Canadian, with its Douglas fir and aspens, chickadees
and finches. Follows the Transition, characterized by yellow pine, Abert
squirrel, long-crested jay, nuthatch, Audubon warbler and mountain chick-
adee. Then, the Upper Sonoran, with juniper and pinyon, little water and
few birds, and, finally, the Lower Sonoran desert region. Dr. Merriam has
spoken of this as a district of contrasting extremes and this designation was
fully justified by Mr. Swarth’s experience. During the latter part of August,
desert heat prevailed; in September, cooler weather brought relief; during
the last week of October, high np on the mountain, rain and snow were
falling steadily. The snow lies on the ground at Flagstaff into May.

During a trip up the mountain, a distance of about eight miles, to a little

spring, on the 24th of October last, Mr. Swarth encountered, among others,
the following species: golden eagle; Shufeldt, gray-headed and pink-sided
juncos, visitants, and the resident I’ed-backed junco; golden-crowned kinglet,
(third occurrence recorded in Arizona), red-shafted flicker, solitaire, tit-

mouse, Cassin finch, pygmy nuthatch, Williamson sapsncker; western and
mountain bluebirds, robin; long-crested jays, gregarious, noisy and abundant
pinyon jays- and a few quiet, unobstrusive Woodhouse jays. The pinyon crop
being a failure last Fall, the jays were driven to eat corn. Of hawks were
met the sharp-shinned. Cooper, prairie falcon and rough-legged. Sage
thrashers in enormous numbers were starting their migration and both blue-
birds were numerous. Chestnut-collared and McCown longspurs on the plains
drifted around, rarely alighting. During a former trip, Mr. Swarth found
Bohemian wax wings, the first record since about 1860. Texas meadowdarks
occur in the fields of the mountain district.

Dr. Woodhouse in the fifties experienced much trouble with Indians in
this vicinity. Today, the Indians are numerous, but in sharp contrast, are
agreeable, intelligent and helpful.

With expressions of high appreciation of Mr. Swarth’s highly interesting
account, the meeting adjourned.

»

On May 5th, Masters Ananda and Henri Eric .Jacobs, enthusiastic bird-
lovers, of Redwood City, were elected to membership in the Association, and
following the meeting on May 10th, Mr. L. A. Elmore, of Berkeley, was’ like-
wise elected.
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Camp-Craft Show at Rock Spring. On Sunday, 3d inst., the Associated
Out-Door Clubs of the Bay Region gave an interesting demonstration of
various phases of their activities. The Audubon Association, in connection
with the Sierra Club, had on exhibition skins of some sixty of the bird species
occurring in the Mt. Tamalpais district. The show attracted a large attend-
ance and much interest was shown in our exhibit.

» V »

Audubon Warblers at Rock Spring. Pairs of these warblers, in full
breeding plumage, have been observed here on three separate occasions, long
after the date when they might he expected to have reached their mountain
breeding grounds. Such was the case on May 6th of this year. On .June 3d,
during the camp-craft show, a pair of birds was seen among the trees in the
same location several times. The large crowd rather upset the local bird
population and this pair could not be positively identified, hut they acted
very like Auduhons. Members visiting the spring during the next six weeks
are requested to look for these birds among the oaks close to the spring and
to reiiort their observations to the Association.
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A WORD ABOUT BIRD BANDING.
No doubt all the readers of the Gui.l are more or less familiar with the

efforts of the Biological Survey to enlist the active co-operation of students
in the banding of birds. The Pacific Slope has been tardy in taking up this
work, but more than forty permits have already been issued to handers, dis-

tributed from San Diego to Vancouver Island. A good start.

Those of us who have already trapped and banded birds have found it

both fascinating and instructive. One working alone is amply repaid for all

effort. But it is desired that bird students everywhere, all those whose
acquaintance with and interest in the birds qualifies them to receive permits,
take up this method of study. It is only by the co-operation of a large num-
ber of banders that we can expect to trace the migration of birds from place
to place.

Would it not be astounding if, for instance, a bird banded in San Diego
in winter, were picked up in Berkeley as it passed through, and again in

British Columbia on its breeding grounds? Or it might be banded as a
nestling in British Columbia and caught by you in your back yard in winter.

When we have a sufficient number of handers with their traps constantly

alert, just such things are going to happen.

Furthermore, you, as a bander, at once develop a proprietary friendship

for the bird that continues to frequent your yard and to display the little

white aluminum hand that marks it as the bird that you have had in your
hand. When it comes into your trap again and again throughout a season,

and then, after an absence long enough for it to journey to its breeding

ground or to its winter home, it comes hack to your own yard, you cannot

resist feeling that it is one of your family.

Neither the acquisition of the trap nor of the bands is a serious obstacle

to the interested student. The technique of handling the trap and the birds

is simple, too, requiring only deliberateness and persistence. One must give

frequent attention to his traps wdren they are set, else the bird wdll injure

itself. But with ordinary care one need have no fear of distress or incon-

venience to the birds. Indeed some individuals become a trap nuisance.

When Wren-Tits are feeding young in your vicinity it keeps you busy letting

them out of the traps. I have had a baby .Junco that would trot from the hack

door of the trap right around into the front door again.

In order that our western students may familiarize themselves wdth this

work and in the hope that many may become active banders, it is proposed to

have someone in each section rvho w''ill act as leadei in getting banders started.
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For the bay region, Mr. anti Mrs. A. S. Kibbe, 1534 Grove St., Berkeley, have

consented to act in this capacity and anyone who is interested will do well to

center with them. They have application blanks and will have pei'tinent

literature for distribution. Those who make early application will have

opportnnities to band nestlings this summer and will be ready to take loll

call of the autumn and winter visitants. I have no hesitancy in promising

most absorbing entertainment to anyone who undertakes this work.

At an early meeting of the Association workable traps will he shown and
demonstrated, and data presented to show some of the results that are already

being obtained.
j Law, Altadena, California.

In charg-e of organization on the Pacific Coa.st.
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MAY FIELD TRIP, taken annually to Lafayette, occurred on Sunday,

the 13th. The usual route was followed and most of the time was spent at

our old stamping ground between the highway and the creek. An automobile

camp of goodly size has moved in since last year, but the birds were as

friendly and numerous as ever.

The chat was there, but moved across the creek as soon as we arrived,

and was not seen again, but his queer calls were heard as we made our way
toward West Lafayette, where we took the train for the return trip.

The day’s feature was furnished by a flock of not less than sixty cedar
waxwings. Nest-hunting was not encouraged, but we just could not help find-

ing the homes of the following: Willow and California woodpeckers, Anna
hummer, black phoebe, Bullock oriole, house wren and titmouse.

On the Bay were seen California and Bonaparte gulls. In Lafayette:

California quail, mourning dove, turkey vulture, red-tailed and sparrow
hawks; willow and California woodpeckers, red-shafted flicker, Anna hummer
and black phoebe; western wood pewee, western flycatcher, California jay,

bi-colored blackbird and western meadowlark; Bullock oriole. Brewer black-

bird, linnet, green-backed and Lawrence goldfinches; song sparrow, San
Francisco and California towhees, black-headed grosbeak and lazuli bunting;

cliff swallow, cedar waxwing, California shrike, western warbling vireo,

lutescent and yellow warblers; long-tailed chat, pileolated warbler, western
house wren, slender-billed nuthatch, plain titmouse; California bush-tit,

russet-backed thrush and western blue-bird. Thirty-nine species in Lafayette;

forty-one in all.

The trip was made by the following members: Mesdames Mexia and
Thomas; Mesdemoiselles Ames, Henrietta and Olive Burroughs, and Fritts;

Messrs. Lastreto and Thomas; Masters Ananda and Eric Jacobs. As guests.

Miss Harcourt, Miss Rush and Mr. Wagner. Ten members and thirteen

S^'®sts. Q Tho.mas.
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